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Causes of Overheating in the Model T Ford
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Low water level in Radiator
Loose Radiator Fins - Texas T Parts stocks Brassworks Radistors
Radiator Hose leaks
Dirty Radiator (bugs and debris on outside)
Clogged Radiator (mouse nest, wasp nest, from storage)
Radiator Painted too Heavily
Rusty/Silted Block
Seized Water Pump
Impeller off Water Pump
Stuck Thermostat
Round Tube Core - not as efficient as a flat tube radiator.
Fan Belt Loose or slick - Try a Texas T Parts Micro-Groove
Belt.  It will grip like no other belt.  Item T3964-XX”
Blades bent to wrong pitch
Seized Fan Hub Bearings
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Ineffective Cooling
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Dragging Transmission Bands
Rear Hub Brakes Dragging

Rings and Bearings Fitted Too Tightly

Advanced Spark (Timer set wrong)
Retarded Spark (Timer set wrong)

Weak Timer Roller Spring (poor contact)
Rough Timer Roller (poor contact)
Short Circit in Wiring
Coil Points not properly set
Fouled or Dirty Spark Plugs
Wrong Plug Gap
Weak Magneto

Chassis Friction

Engine Lubrication

Ignition

Misfires of Ignition

Excessive Carbon in Engine
Defective Head Gasket
Cracked Valve Seats
Cracked Cylinder Head
Cracked Block
Burned Valves
Weak Valve Springs
Sticking Valves
Valves not properly timed

Worn Valve Guides (air leaks)
Air leaks between manifold and block (gasket bad)
Air leaks between manifold & carburetor (gasket bad)
Cracked Manifold
Priming tap or Accessory tap in manifold leaks

Too rich a fuel mixture
Too lean a fuel mixture
Spark Lever advanced too much
Spark Lever retarded too much

Compression

Carburetion

Poor Driving

Excessive Heat
Production


